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From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


As a general rule, we don't like to talk about money 
and finances in church. As one colleague stated, “We 
can talk about a lot of things in the UCC, but when it 
comes to money and finances, everyone seems to 
clam up.” | would like to change that culture in the 
Southeast Conference. 


Why, you may be wondering, do | want to spend so 
much time talking about money and budgets and the 
like? Really, | don’t. Money, like buildings and sound 
equipment, office desks and worship bulletins, are tools that help us to do 
ministry. | find it much more interesting to talk about the local church that 
is working to erase the food desert in their community or providing shelter 
for people who are houseless, to hear our youth share stories about their 
summer mission experiences or group from a congregation who went to 
one of our disaster-stricken areas to help and support people in their times 
of need. | take great joy in watching a Member in Discernment journey 
toward ministry and attending an ordination, and | love when a group of 
churches come together to collaborate on a project or our efforts to stand 
with and for people whose lives are at risk because of their workplace 
conditions or the color of their skin or their gender identity have positive 
impact. We need to be able to talk about the tools we require to do the 
ministry we are called to do, though, or else our call to serve becomes 
hampered by our insecurity and pride. | believe that, if we can get past the 
stigma of talking about dollars and cents, we can move forward into the 
delight of exploring and celebrating generosity and abundance. 


lam excited about the strides that we have made together as the Southeast 
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Conference in building our capacity to enter into thoughtful and tender 
conversations about generosity. These are steps forward that | am 
committed to helping us continue to take. | am also grateful for the work 
that our Stewardship and Finance Committee and our Board of Directors 
are doing to provide resources and opportunities for local churches to 
learn and grow in both the nuts and bolts of finances and the importance 
of cultivating trust and generosity, as well as their own continued focus on 
transparency, faithful stewardship, and building relationships. We are in 
this together. 


That understanding that we are in this together, Conference, local 
congregations, and the UCC National setting, is particularly energizing for 
me. Which is why | am happy to share with you about a new position out of 
the UCC National Setting. Each region of the UCC now has a Generosity 
Officer to work with, collaborate with, and support the Conferences, local 
churches, and ministry settings. The Generosity Officers are members of 
the UCC Philanthropy Team, lead by Rev. Kent Siladi. And I’m thrilled to 
introduce the Southern Region Generosity Officer, who will engage all four 
conferences of our region, including the Southeast Conference. Meet our 
very own Rev. Dave Sigmund. 


UCC Announces New Southern Region Generosity 
Officer, Rev. Dave Sigmund 


A Greeting from the UCC Southern Region Generosity Officer 


Hello, my friends of the SE Conference. | am the Rev. 
Dave Sigmund. | live in Atlanta, GA with my husband, 
Jay. A couple of years ago we returned “home” after 
living in Southern California, where | was a local 
church pastor for nearly 8 years. The SE Conference 
is our home conference. Maybe you were at my 
Ecclesiastical Council in 2010 or my Ordination in 
2011.1 graduated from Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University and was a member of Kirkwood 
UCC (where we get to be members again!). In 2017, | joined the National 
Setting of the UCC as the Ambassador for the 3 Great Loves Initiative, and | 
then served with the UCC Church Building & Loan Fund. Recently, | joined 
the Philanthropy team of the UCC National Setting as a Generosity Officer. 


Just what is a Generosity Officer, you might wonder? This is a highly 
relational and collaborative (new) position. | get to work with individuals, 
pastors, churches, and conference staff to help resource and cultivate 
generosity to and for our shared mission and values. And yes, that means 
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raising money. But don't let that worry you. Everyone that gets to know me 
knows | am a team player. And the team | am working for is Team UCC. 
We're all in this together. 


lam excited to build deep and meaning relationships across the Southern 
Region and within the SE Conference. | bring a passion for relationship 
building, community development, and the power of connection and 
generosity through shared storytelling. | look forward to getting to know 
you or know you more in the days ahead! 


News from the Conference Office 


| wt | 


i " 


Photos from Central Congregational Atlanta's 141st Anniversary 


Where’s the Conference Staff? 


Can you find the Southeast Conference staff? Take a moment to catch 
some of the highlights of where we've been and where we're going. 
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Recently 


September 10 - Rev. Fosburgh Celebrated with Central 
Congregational in Atlanta’s 141st Anniversary. 

September 16 - Rev. Wood was the guest speaker at the Nashville 
UCC churches’ Upper Room UCC Fellowship at Brookmeade 
Congregational Church. She then visited Phoenix Christian Church in 
Widersville, TN. 


Looking Ahead 


September 17 - Rev. Wood will worship and attend a meeting at Holy 
Trinity Community Church in Nashville. 

September 18-19 - Rev. Wood will be in Atlanta at the PATHWAYS 
Board Retreat. 

October 8-11 - Rev. Wood will be at the Retired Servants Retreat, held 
in partnership annually with the Southern Conference, UCC at Blowing 
Rock Conference Center in Blowing Rock, NC. 

October 12-15 - Rev. Wood to attend the Florida Conference Annual 
Gathering. 

October 19-22 - Rev. Wood will attend the United Church of Christ 
Board of Directors Meeting and the Service of Installation of Rev. Dr. 
Karen Georgia Thompson as General Minister and President of the 
UCC, both to be held in Cleveland, OH. 

October 22 - Rev. Fosburgh will celebrate with RIM Fellowship UCC in 
Atlanta for their 15th Anniversary. 

October 29 - Rev. Wood will worship with Bethany Congregational 
UCC and Evergreen Congregational UCC Churches in Thomasville, GA. 
November 2-6 - Rev. Wood Vacation (tent.) 

November 28-December 1 - Rev. Fosburgh will gather with the 
Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers for their retreat in Phoenix, 
AZ. 

November 30 - Rev. Wood will lead training program at Back Bay 
Mission. 

December 11-15 - Rev. Wood to attend the UCC Council of 
Conference Ministers Annual Retreat in Tuscon, AZ. 


Harp Meditations Resume This Week 


We have taken the summer off but join us this coming Thursday, 
September 21 at 1:00 PM Eastern/12:00 PM Central for 20 minutes of harp 
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meditation on Zoom. We will also have time for silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired. Facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton (Vanderkamp). 


Register: https://usO2web.zoom.uSs/j/83985842108? 


Requests for Therapeutic Harp Sessions can be scheduled through 
www.HeartSongAwakenings.com. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of September 17 


Church of the Savior; Knoxville, Tennessee 
Gregg Carlson 

Douglas Hunt 

Susan Webeler 


Week of September 24 


Liberty Congregational Christian UCC; Brantley, Alabama 
Jeremy Rutledge 

Bob Hurst 

Cindy Barto 

Jayne Hubbard 
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Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; Deer Lodge Congregational 
Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookmeade Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush 
Memorial, Atlanta GA; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Howard Congregational, Nashville TN; Community 
Congregational, Montgomery AL. 


News from the National Setting 
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UNITED CHURCH 
) OF CHRIST 
NEIGHBORS IN NEED 2023 


ucc.org/nin 
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“God saw everything God made and behold, it was very good.” Genesis 1; 


Artist Annika Ingersoll Age: 6 Congregation: First Congregational Church, Boulder, Colgffad 
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Neighbors in Need Campaign 


In 2023, the Neighbors in Need “BEHOLD!” theme continues. This year’s 
focus is on environmental justice. Plastics, electronics, and other non- 
compostable wastes are being shipped across, and even tossed into, our 
waterways, launched into space, as well as buried in landfills. As people of 
faith, we believe these egregious acts are sinful and unholy. We must be 
better stewards of our planet! 


Please join us in promoting this year’s NIN “Behold!” campaign at your 
church. 
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As you may recall, one-third of the offering supports Council for American 
Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds are used by Justice and Witness 
Ministries to provide grants to UCC churches and organizations as well as 
supporting a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects. 


While many of our churches collect the offering on October 1, 2023, as part 
of World Communion Sunday, contributions to this offering can be 
collected on any Sunday during the calendar year. We thank you for your 
support and generosity. 


Installation Service 
he General Minister 
and President 

~ Rev. Dr. . 
Karen Georgia 
A. Thompson 


SLakewood Cong. Church UCC, 
Lakewood, OH 


Friday, October 20, 2023 
at 5 PM ET 


In-person and virtual 
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Healthy Boundary Training for Retired Ministers, 
Active Clergy 


Join Rev. Char Burch on Zoom for Retired Ministers Boundary Training. This 
training will be from 1 pm to 4 pm Eastern on Wednesday, September 
27, and fulfills the Southeast Conference's Healthy Boundary Training 
Requirement for those Authorized Ministers who are retired but who are 
not Exempt. We welcome Retired Ministers from other Associations and 
Conferences but please check with your Conference/Association first to 
make sure they will accept our training for their requirement. 


You can register here: https://southeastconferenceunitedchurchofchrist- 
bloom.kindful.com/e/retired-boundary-training-online-offering 


If you need to take Boundary Training this year, but our trainings do not fit 
in your schedule, you are welcome to take any training offered by another 
UCC Conference or Association. The courses we are aware of are listed on 
our website. https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/healthy-boundaries- 
workshops/ 


Please make sure you register for one of our trainings or a training offered 
by another UCC Conference if you are due for Boundary Training this year. 
If you have not completed Boundary Training in the last 4 years (since 
2019) or applied for exempt status as a retired minister you will lose 
your UCC standing on January 1. 2024. If you are not sure if you need 
Boundary Training this year, please email hfosburgh@secucc.org to check. 
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October 9 - 11, 2023 
Retired Servants Retreat 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Date: October 9-11 (with optional Sunday arrival) 
Theme: The Church as it Was > Is > Could Be 


Presenter: The Rev. Phiwa [pronounced PEE-wah] Langeni (D.Min.), who 
currently works at the Center for Analytics, Research & Development, and 
Data (CARDD) office as the UCC’s first Ambassador for Innovation & 


Engagement. 

Registration: Contact Jared Greer, Reservations Manager at Blowing Rock 
Conference Center @ or by calling him at (828) 295- 
7813, 


More Details: 


Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference 
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Center 


Our friends from Alethea will be joining us for a weekend of storytelling, 
experiential education, service, and of course fun in the snow on January 
12-15, 2024. Registration is now open! Join youth from across the 
Southeast for a fun experience designed to fuel their faith. 

Group Leaders, please click here to register your full group. 

Registration is open until December 1, 2023, and is $208.00 per participant. 
(Includes lodging, programming, and meals.) 


SHARING 


September 30, 2023 


MUSIC COPYRIGHT 
FOR CHURCHES 


Saturday Sharing: Music Copyright for Churches 
Please note: This event will be held at 11:00 am ET / 8:00 am PT 


We've all heard about how churches need to be concerned with how they 
handle copyrighted material, but many questions still linger. Ethically, we need 
to recognize and appropriately compensate creators of the material we 
use...art, music, literature. But how can we be sure that we are following the 
correct guidelines? Join us for a Saturday Sharing with Jim Boratko as we 
delve into the topic with Siobhan Maguire, the Assistant Manager for ONE 
LICENSE, a copyright licensing agency. For 25+ years, she served as Music 
Director for parishes in the Archdiocese of Chicago. She is a former board 
member of the Chicago Chapter of the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians and is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin (MM, BM). 


This is a free, one-hour conversation on ZOOM. All are welcome. 11 am ET /8 
am PT. REGISTER. 
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Please register for the event to receive the Zoom link. Can't attend? Register 
anyway and we'll send you a link to the recording. 


Imaging God, Imaging Ourselves: The Exercise of 
Prayer 


A lecture by the Rev. Rachel Hackenburg with original poetry by Tina 
Datsko de Sanchez 


Saturday, October 14; 10am - Noon (AZ Time) 


Desert Garden UCC invites you to this free webinar lecture. This is the 4th 
Sawitski Memorial Lecture, in recognition of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Sawitski, 
our former pastor, and his passion for teaching. Two hours of continuing 
education hours will be available for clergy. Register Online 


Conference Calendar 


September 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 21 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


September 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


September 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 27 @ 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT 
Retired Ministers Boundary Training 


October 3 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


October 9 - October 11 
Retired Servants Retreat 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 
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Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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